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The  Peti t ion of the  Royal  British  Nurses’  Associalion, 
praying to be  incorporated by Royal  Charter, was on 
Monday  before  the  Privy  Council,  the  members  present 
being  the  hlarqnis of RIPON,  Lord HSBHOUSE, Lord 
HANNES, and  Lord  OSENBRIDGE. 

The application  being  opposed,  the  parties  \\ere 
allowed  to  appear  by  Counsel.  Sir  HORACE DAVEY, $;.C., 
Mr. M G I R  MACKENZIE,  and  the  Hon. W. H .  CROSS, hI.P., 
represented  the  petitioners ; and  Sir  RICIIARD W E B S T E R ,  

opponents.  The  solicitor for the  petitioners was Mr. l?. S. 
Q.C., hI.P., and Mr. L. S,  BRISTOWP, appeared for the 

RAXIIOLI’II, of No. 3, Old  Serjeants’  Inn. 

Judicial  Committee,  which  was  crowded  throughout  the 
T h e  proceedings  took  place  in  the  Court of the 

day by persons  interested  in  the  application,  many of 
whcm  were  ladies. 

which  sat  the  membels of the  Privy  Council. 
Lord SANDHURST cccupied a sent  near  the  table  at 

The text of the  petitions  was  as  follows :- 

To the cr!scIts .I/osl Exaflcxt AZajesty ilc Council. 
The Humble Petition bf Sour  Majesty’s  dutiful  and 

loving  daughter Her Royal  Highness  Helena,  Princess 
Christian of Schleslrig-Holsteill~ I. rincess of Great  Britain 
and  Ireiand. 

Tha t  in rS87 a Society was e~tablishcd i n  London  called 
the  British  Sulses’  Association,  uhich ha5, since  its 
establishn~ent, k e n  joined by mc.re t h a n  3,coo  Nurses, 
each  one of nhom  has been engaged for thlee  years or 

T h a t  t h e  said  Associaticn \ \ a s  not establishccl for the 
a o r e  in  attendance  upon  the sick. 

~ L I ~ F O S C  cf gain, t,ut for the purposes of the  improve- 
ment of the  profession of Kurses,  and of the promotion 
of their  effic~ency ancl usefulness, ancl of assisting  them 
by  barious  benevolent  schemrs. 

T h a t  i n  furtherance of the  said  objects  a list of Nurses  has 
been  compiled and published,  sett~ng  forth  the  names 
and  addresses of Kurses, nit11 the names  cf the  hospitals 
or other  placts  at \vhich  they kave been trained,  and  the 
length of training 1 4  hich  each  has  received,  thus  enabling 
the public  to  form  a  rnore  accurate  judgnient of the pro- 
fessional  education  and  experience of the Kurses so 
registered. 

T h a t  a Ucnevolent Fu rd   has  been  establishccl  for  the 
purpose of giving aid to  Nurses,  and  that  the  manage- 
meut of the  said  Association i s  vested in certain eminent 

and other  pcrsons  interest~d in Pl’uIsing. 
meml;ers of the  medical  professrc,n.  matrons cf hospita’ls, 

Tha t  in 1891 Your Ilajesly Mas grxiously  pleased  to 

title of “ Iic)al,” arid 13 colllniand  that  the  said 
c d a r  on  the  said Asscciatic,n the prc l i s  and 

Assoc~aticn  should lie n t y l c d  tlic ‘‘Royal  Uritish  Nurses’ 
Association.” 

That  your  l’etiticner i s  President of thc said Association. 
And  that i t  \vould concluce  to the \vcl[are of the  Associa- 

and to the  furtherance of its objects if  the  said  Assccia- 
tion were ~ncor l~ora t cd  by Your  Majesty’s Royal Cllarter. 
WhereforeYour  Majesty’s  I’ctitioner  humblyprays  that 

Your  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  grant a Cllarter of Incor- 

I’BTITION. 

SHE\VETH-- 

-~ ~~ 
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Association  under  the  titleof ‘ L  T!le Royal  British Nurses” 
pOratiOn to your  Petitioner  and Ihe  XIenlbers of  the  saia 

Association.” 
And  your  Petitioner as in duty  bound  vdl  ever 

pray, BC. 
HELENA. 

TO the @IICCII’S Afost B.ridltl~t AIaj tdy i l ~  C~?r&l. 
The  humble petition of  tha  undersigned  medical men,. 

nurses,  and n-.embers  of the  general  public, who a r e  
equally  concerned  that  those who are  employed  in at-. 
tendance  upon  the sick should be efficient and trust-. 
worthy, 

Tha t   a t  present  any  woman, even if  quite  ignorant  or un-. 
SHEWETH AS  FOLLOWS ;- 

obtain  employment i n  that  capacity,  and  bring  much 
trustworthy,  can  term herself a trained  Nurse,  can 

danger to the  sick  and  discredit upon the vocation of.‘ 
nursmg 

That   the law  requires 110 public  record  or register, as in. 
the  case of other  skilled professions-of  women whe 
‘have  been  certificated as qualified  Nurses  by re-. 
sponsible  authorlties. 

That,  consequently,  hospital  certificates  can be, and have 
been,  forged or  stolen  and used to obtain  positions of‘ 
great  trust,  to  the  manifest  disparagement  of genuine: 
certificates,  to the discredit of hospitals,  and to the. 
danger of the  public. 

That  the  Royal  British  Nurses’ Associatien has, at  great 
expense  and  labour,  commenced  a swfrtrrtary system of 
registration,  and  published a register of trained Nurses. 
shewing  the  names  and  addresses of I,SO? ~vomen, with 
the  hospitals  or  other  places  at  which  they have been 
trained ; and w ~ l l  ren~ove from this  list  the  name o f  

Tha t  this system, if carried into full effect, would, as in, 
anyone who  proves herself to be unworthy of trust. 

the  case of the  registers of other  professions now main-. 
tained by authority,  undoubtedly be of great  advantage 
to  the  public in prctegting  them  against  untrained  and. 
untrustworthy  persons ; to  medical  men by giving them 
easily  obtainable  information  concerning a Nurse’s. 

distinguishing  them  from  those  who  .now aclopt t he  
training  and  experience ; and  to  trained  Nurses, by 

That  the  Royal  British  Nurses’ Association is by far the: 
name  without being entitled to do so. 

largest  body of Nurses,  and  the only society of its Imd 
in the  British  Empire.  That i t  has commenced,  and is. 
successfdy  carrying  on  several  important  schemes f o r  

and  in  times of adversity,  sickness,  and old age,  That 
the  aid of Nurses  in  the  practice of their profession,. 

and   ad~~in is te r   funds  for the benefit of Nurses. l h t  
it  chiefly  desires to be  incorporated  in  order to receive, 

fessional and  non-trading  association in the ordlllary 
it has  been  unable  to  obtain  incorporatio~l  as  a.pro- 

uay. And  that  it seelts no  special  powers  or  pririleges. 
beyond  those  which in corpora tic^^ would confer. 

Royal  British  Nurses’  Asscciation n!ay be  incorporated- 
Sour  Yetiticners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the’ 

by Royal  Charter, 
And  your  Petitioners x i 1 1  ever  pray, 

said: I appear,  my  lord, on behalf of Her R q a l  F%hness- 
Sir HORACE DAVEY in opening  the  petitioners’ case,. 

Princess  Christian of  Schles\vlg-I-Iolstein, Princess Of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland, as Pwsidtnt cf the Royal 
British  Nurse’s  Association, t o  support  the  prayer of her’ 
petiticn  for a grant of a Charter of Incorporation  to the  
petitioners,  and the members of the  Asscciaticn under: 
the  title  of  the ‘ l  Royal  British  Kulsts’  AsSciatlcn. 

The  ‘ $ N U R S I N G  R E C O R D ”  h a s  a Larger 
Sale than any o t h e r  Jouvnal devoted solely 
to N u r s h g  Work. 

&C.,  &C., BC. 

.).. 
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